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Please pray for:

BMAP National Camp
April 7-11.

Our family here and at
home in the US.
Safety as we travel.

God to provide a vehi-
cle for our transporta-
tion needs.

Thank God for:

Progress in language
school and home
school.

Relative peace and
order in this area of the
Philippines.

Encouraging response
to the 50 Days of
Prayer and Giving!

Special points

of interest:

e As of 2000, the Bicol Re-
gion registered a population
of about, 4,755,076 which
represented 8 percent of the
country’s total popula-
tion. In terms of the distri-

bution of the region’s popu-

lation, Albay has the big-
gest population.

e Mount Mayon, the world’s
nearly perfect cone, stands
majestically at 7,946 ft.
from the broad base about
10 km. in radius in Albay.
The crater is 2,451 meters
above sea level and with a
diameter of .5 kilometer. It
has a notched rim where a
pool or building hot lava
boils and rich coal deposits
could be found.
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If you were to ask my daugh-
ter, Carly, what she misses the
most from the US, her typical
answer is Applebee’s and Sil-
ver Dollar City! But there are
also days when “our world”
comes to a screeching halt,
because we miss family too!
Well, we found an amusement
park, but I still haven’t found
a restaurant that serves Fiesta
Lime Chicken!

Our family life these
days could be well
described as a merry-
go-round, if not a
three-ring circus!
Being in the pastorate %
for the past several
years caused me to
expect the unexpected @
as | planned each day
of ministry. Being in
language school every =
day is like riding on a
merry-go-round—you
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go up and down, round and
round, but the scenery never
changes!

Our day begins whenever
Caleb, our two year old son,
decides that it is time to get
up! | have tried keeping him
up late so he will sleep in, but
it seems that each time | have
tried, he gets up even earlier
the next day, but with a less

Carly Allen on the merry-go-round
at Enchanted Kingdom, an amusement
park just south of Metro Manila.
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Life on the Merry-Go-Round - by Wade Allen

“cheerful” attitude. After
quiet times, excercising, and
showering, we are usually
ready to begin the work day.
Joanna and Carly go to
school—school is the room
downstairs that is off limits to
Caleb because there are too
many permanent markers!
Carly is doing quite well in
Kindergarten. She studies all

the basics, plus music, art, and

piano! She even has
reading homework a
couple of nights a
week.

When mom and Carly
start school, it is time
for me and Caleb to
“work” too. Caleb’s
morning is filled with
Steve and Blue, Clif-
ford, VeggieTales, and
Miss PattyCake. When
he gets tired of that, he
will wonder into his
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—t T responsi-
bility each
of us has
o0 teach
our children
to obey and
honor God

with their lives. Like many of
you, we are trying to teach our
kids how to pray and read
their Bible everyday. So be-
sides family time at night, we
pray together before every
meal. Our two year old son,
Caleb, is an eater! He loves to
eat, but he hates to wait until
after the prayer. One night,
we decided to pray first, then
fill our plates (so Caleb could

Teaching Children to Pray

not sneak any bites during the
prayer). So as usual, when we
began praying, Caleb said,
“God... thank you... Pooh
Bear... and Piglet. Amen!”
Joanna and I started laughing!
You see, we have tried to
teach him to thank God for
what was on his plate— and
since his plate was empty, he
simply thanked God for what
he saw!
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Our Vision

In seeking God’s direction, we believe
that He has given us a vision to . . .

+ Plant churches among un-reached
peoples of the Philippines.

+ Equip those churches to plant new
churches.

« Encourage them to work together to
reach out with the gospel beyond their
national boundaries.

+ Network together with other BMA
fields in Asia to carry the gospel
throughout Southeast Asia and the
South Pacific.
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room and play with his toys. Unfortunately, Caleb can be a
bit mischievous, so when he gets bored with everything
else, we put in our secret weapon—the classic, Peter Pan!

My mornings are filled with studying, corresponding, and
just living! There is no Wal-Mart here, so to buy groceries,
you may have to go to 3 different stores plus the market to
find what you need. It is not unusual to stand in line at the
bank for over an hour. But amazingly, you can walk into to
see most any doctor without an appointment and without
waiting!

We eat lunch about noon. It usually consists of tuna, grilled
cheese, or peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. At least once
a week, we either go to McDonald’s or have them deliver.
When lunch is over, | begin my language school.

God has truly blessed me with a wonderful language tutor!
My tutor, Bong, grew up in our BMA church in Bulan, Sor-
sogon, just 3 hours from Legazpi City. He is a native
Tagolog and Bicolano speaker, but he also knows the 1l1-
longo dialect. He has earned a Masters degree in English
and has his teaching license.

We have class for three to four hours every afternoon
(“tuwing hapon” in Tagolog, just so you know that | am
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learning something). Class consists of drills, vocabulary, drills,
practice, and more drills. My favorite phrase | have learned thus
far is an answer to the question, “Why are you studying Taga-
log?” My response is, “Para gumanda ang pakikisama ko sa
mga Pilipino at gusto ko hong magturo ng Biblia sa kanila!” In
other words, “So | can have better relationships with Filipinos
and because | want to teach the Bible to them!”

After class is over, we start working on supper. Eat. Clean up.
And then we get ready for bed. Every night, after reading our
Bible together, we “count our blessings.” This has become our
family tradition. We sing the chorus to “Count Your Bless-
ings,” then each person tells what he or she is thankful for that
day, then we sing again. It has become one of our favorite times
of the day! Then it is off to bed for the kids, while mom and
dad share a few moments of peace with each other or with fam-
ily on the internet. Then we get up and do it all over again the
next day!

Now you may be wondering why | have told you all of this. My
answer is simple. When | first considered moving to the mis-
sion field, I had a glorified view of the life of missionaries.
Then one experienced missionary told me something | will
never forget. He said that 80% of mission work is just living! |
put it this way, “Life is kind of like a merry-go-round.”



